
 

 

 

 

 Newsletter 
   September 2019. 

Now is the time for 2020 Nominations   

 As school returns and summer is over its time again for the Minto Sports Wall of 

Fame to begin the process of getting nominations and selecting the best of the 

best from the Grand Lake sporting world. We can use your help. As a small board 

of volunteers we cannot know every story, so your knowledge of local athletes, 

teams, builders, sponsors and supporters can be very helpful in getting 

recognition for achievements by these individuals, teams or groups. We strive to 

make every years ceremony bigger and better than the previous events, and with 

your support it will be. So, please put some thought into the Grand Lake sporting 

history and make a nomination.  

 

One to Watch 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Courtney Barton 

Courtney Barton is not your typical competitive sports athlete. Courtney 

graduated MMHS in 2010. She did participate in the usual sports that the other 

young people did being on the Volleyball team but her passion was for cars, not 

just driving them, but everything cars. After spending her co-op student program 

working with mechanics at Jules Fasquel limited Courtney decided to make a 



 

 

career out of cars and went to trade school and became a licenced auto 

mechanic. Courtney used that skill to discover her sporting passion in the form of 

stock car racing, and began Enduro racing which is made up of the best young 

talent in the Province and this level shows if you have what it takes to move 

upward. She proved her worth in this class and moved up to compete in the 4 

cylinder level and after a short period she again moved up to the Street Stock 

level. The other drivers thought it would be a novel idea for a “girl” to compete 

and have some fun. Courtney surprised all of them, and us, quickly becoming 

confident and competitive, and started to win races and chasing season long 

championships. Courtney is playing with the big boys now. Over a short period of 

4 seasons, Courtney has amasses countless heat wins and weekly events and 

continues to climb up the season long championship standings. She currently sits 

fourth out of thirty one drivers for the 2019 season. The novelty has worn off and 

the drivers beat her bumpers and fenders like she does to them and Courtney 

said “I can give as good as I get” and as they say, “that’s racing”. You can hear her 

love of the competition and the desire to go faster. Every weekend you can find 

Courtney and her Dad Ken at a racetrack near you, looking for an edge to make 

the car go faster. She has no intention of slowing down any time soon. Her long 

term desire is to compete in the Pro Stock division but does understand it takes a 

lot of sponsorship money to get there, but, as success comes so will the 

opportunity to get there. So, if you a free weekend, stop out at the fastest half 

mile in New Brunswick, the Geary Speedway 660, and cheer our local star to the 

finish. Courtney is definitely one to watch…   

 

Carter Quigley Memorial Washer Toss Event 

I call this an event rather than a tournament only because it’s one of the few 

sporting competition that no one is concerned with winning but just getting 

together with long time friends. The annual event was held August 7th at the 

home of Bob Deap. There are scores kept and winners declared but from this 

vantage point I see nothing but Champions. Good job Mr. Deap. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You hear the one About… 

During the first year that Gus became an umpire, he was doing his first 

game in Minto and Big John Fila came to the plate. The first pitch was knee 

high and Gus shouted “Strike” to which Big John whirled and said “listen 

Bub” “get something straight. I know it’s your first season “but, you don’t 



 

 

call a strike on me with that pitch, understood”. Gus meekly nodded.  When 

the second pitch came in about the same place Gus Shouted “two”. John 

spun around and got right in Gus’s face and yelled ”two what”?. Gus replied 

“too low john, much too low”, 1 and 1. 

 

Just Sayin… 

Summer Sport is alive and well 

When I see the dwindling populations of small towns and villages I am concerned 

about the state of sport in these communities. I now believe my fears may be 

unfounded, I spent time this summer looking for sporting events around small 

communities, and am pleasantly surprised by what I have seen. A lot of the 

traditional stuff is missing and I feel badly about that, and on the other hand I 

have seen the return of fast pitch softball to Minto, joining the 6 team Fredericton 

District league. I see Dozens of Children playing Soccer at the lake under the 

guidance of the Glenn Family. I see a minor ball program being run at the same 

field with people like Bob Deap giving their time to run it. Mountain biking has 

become a major Activity over some of the most challenging trails in the Maritimes 

that is drawing people from all over Canada. A Lake fishing derby that is now 

drawing hundreds of participant from far and wide and has shown 300 % increase 

in registration in two years. The Grand Lake ATV club has begun expanding trails 

to connect with the Provincial trail system and every other backyard has a 

swimming pool while Washer toss has replaced horseshoes.  And, although the 

Ridgeview Greens course is no longer in use Golfers abound with some having 

joined Old Mill Pond and Kingswood and many others utilize the beautiful Pines 

course at Grand Lake. I even had an opportunity to speak with George Gillett, 

which many of you know as the long time operator of Hoyt softball, and he tells 

me that at 83 years old he is still running a summer softball program with over 

100 kids participating in his community, So, although sport and recreation is not 

what it was when we were kids I believe the sporting spirit in small communities 

may be as strong as we remember, just different. So, if you get some free time, go 

out and find a sporting event to enjoy…. 



 

 

 

Minto Sports Wall of Fame loses Distinguished Member 

           Paul Gautreau is one of those contributors to the Minto Sporting 

community that has had a profound effect on so many people. The MSWOF 

honoured him in 2009 for his building of sport in the area through his many 

contributions to the youth and Village. 

          Beyond his talent for sports he had an ability to cross many boundaries with 

support and council to all that he met. No matter if you knew him as Father, 

Doctor, Mister or just Paul his legacy as a wonderful human being will be 

remembered throughout our community for a long time to come. 

The MSWOF lost Dr. Gautreau over the summer. 

  



 

  



 

 

Past Glory 

Forty years ago the Minto Legion was a major sporting center as you can see in 

this 1979 banquet piece.  

It was wonderful how the veterans supported the sports community and the 

variety of activities involved.  

So please, when you can, remember, and support the veterans and Legion that 

made and make it possible for us all to play freely throughout the country. 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


